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WIE I= OF CRUM AT GECMIUM ams
Thomas Rishel

libr three years now I have been teaching a mathematics course of my

min design caned FnatZera_taStrandrz, In whidi we trY to investigate

the myriad ways in ighich human beings use geometry in daily life. Since

the course is designed for people mtio have "ally" an ..ntuitive

understanding of idat geometry might be, it is necessary for me to have

available a large list of writing projects ithich can be used to develop

geometric intuition. I will describe here ally ale unit, comprising about

three betake of the syllabus, from the course as it has evolved aver the

three years. Before I describe this unit, however, I need, for reasons

yoi will understand shortly, to tell you briefly had the =wee begins.

We start the semester with w asking for a definition of the word

"geometry." Usually lam arri* at the %corking definition

"earth-measursomit." My first assignment then has the students measure

the height of a tall tater al camps. In the ensuing dismission, the

stuients find that they have used methods and ideas, such as simil:.:c

triangles ar the Pythagorean theorem, that do not hold al the surface of

the Earth. So again I ask, Vat is the definition of geometry?"

About three ioeks into the semester I give an assignment:

Go to a place you like. Sit there and describe it.

Compare it to a place you don't like.
Nat look at the wards you have used in describing your
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